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FROM the “ London Chronicle, Pec. ah; 1776. Letters from an 1 officer of the 64th Re Reg. 
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i 4 ‘in York Island to his friend in town. 

LaF “The Congress have established a Mint at Philadelphia, where they coin copper and 
k ‘silver pieces about the size of half a crown: In silver ‘G0 for twelve a in copper for 
ine Pel ae pence.” ELS gle Ee eat LE fee er. 


~ American Journal te Numisnatios ,Vo1.26, Now? (vt. 3892) 9 | 
page 45 : e a a | 
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SACHUSETTS CENTINEL, .May 17, 1786 
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« ("The first money struck by the Gongress in America is become 
exceedingly scarce, and only to be met with in the cabinets of the 
curious. They coined several pieces of pewter of about an inch 
and a half in diameter, and of 20 grains in weight; on one side 
of which were inscribed, in a circular ring near the edge, the 


words -= Continental cartes et. 1776<--- and within the ring a 
rising sun, shining upon a dial, with the word -- tl ab at the 
side of it; under which were the words Mind your business. On the 
reverse were 13 small circles, joined together like the rings 

of a chain, on each of which was inscribed the name of some one 
of the Thirteen States. On another circular ring, within these 


was inscribed---«- American Congress and in the central space--~ 
We are one." 


MASSACHUSETTS CENTINEL, | May 27, 1786 Ce ee 


" "The first money struck by the Congress in America is become 
(@xeeedingly scarce, and only to be met with in the cabinets of the 

| ‘@urious. They coined several pieces of ewter of about an inch 

| and a half in diameter, and of 2h0 grains in weight; on one side 

- | Of which were inseribed, in a cireuvlar ring near the edge, the 

| Words «= Continental Currency, 1776<<= and within the ring a 







rising sun, shining upon a al, with the word «- supe at the 
side of it; under which were the words Mind your business. On the 
reverse were 13 small circles, joined together like the rings 

of a chain, on each of whieh was inseribed the name of some one 
of the Thirteen States. On another circular ring, within these 


was inscribede-~--. American Congress and in the central spacee- : 
We are one." 


THE MASSACHUSETTS CENTINEL May 17, 1786 


London, Febuary 22 


The fisst money struck by the Congress in America is becoming 
exceedingly scarce, and only to be met with in the cabinets of 
the curious. They coined several pieces of pewter of about an 
inch and a half in diameter, and of 240 grains in weight: on 
one side of which were inscribed, in a circular ring near the 
edge, the words —— Continental Currency, 1776 —— and within 
the ring a rising sun, shining upon a dial, with the word — 
figio —— st the side of it; under which were the words Mind your 
business, On the reverse were 13 small circles, joined togeather 
like the rings of a chain, on each of which was inscribed the 
name of some one of the Thirteen States, On another circuler ring, 
within these was inscribed —~— American Congress —— and in the 
central space —— We are one, 


underlined words avnpeared in italics 


The Numismatist - Volume 38 - No. 3 = Mareh, 1925, page 180 
OF INTEREST RE CONTINENTAL CURRENCY 


- Michael Hillegas, Treasurer of the Continental Congress 
(later first Treasurer of the United States, whose portrait 
now is on $10 gold bills) wrote to Hon. Elbridge Gerry on 
May 3; 1777: 


x % * "The printers will have done printing of the 
present emission of money this evening or Monday morning, 
and when it is all signed will make together, with what 
I have received from the signers yesterday afternoon 
and to-day, forty-two bundles, each of 26,000 dollars, 
in all one million and ninety-two thousand dollars. There 
remains also to be printed of the third emission, that 
is of small money, about 26,000 sheets at ten dollars a 
sheet. Am sorry that with all my industry, have not 
finished the account required, being so often taken up 
with the business in course with the signers." 


The Numismatist - Volume 38 - No. 3 = March, 1925, page 180 
OF INTEREST RE CONTINENTAL CURRENCY 


Michael Hillegas, Treasurer of the Continental Congress 
(later first Treasurer of the United States, whose portrait 
now is on $10 gold bills) wrote to Hon, Elbridge Gerry on 
May 35 atte 


* * * "The printers will have done printing of the 
present emission of money this evening or Monday morning, 
and when it is all signed will make together, with what 
I have received from the signers yesterday afternoon 
and to-day, forty-two bundles, each of 26,000 dollars, 
in all one million and ninety-two thousand dollars, There 
remains also to be printed of the third emission, that 
is of small money, about 26,000 sheets at ten dollars a 
sheet. Am sorry that with all my industry, have not 
finished the account required, being so often taken up 
with the business in course with the signers," 


The Numismatist - Volume 38 - No. 3 - March, 1925, page 180 
OF INTEREST RE CONTINENTAL CURRENCY 


Michael Hillegas, Treasurer of the Gontinental Congress 

(later first Treasurer of the United States, whose portrait 
now is on $10 gold bills) wrote to Hon, Elbridge Gerry on 
May 35 by & 


* * = "The printers will have done printing of the 
present emission of money this evening or Monday morning, 
and when it is all signed will make together, with what 
I have received from the signers yesterday afternoon 
and to-day, forty-two bundles, each of 26,000 dollars, 
in all one million and ninety-two thousand dollars, There 
remains also to be printed of the third emission, that 
is of small money, about 26,000 sheets at ten dollars a 
 gheet. Am sorry that with all my industry, have not 
finished the account required, being so often taken up 
with the business in course with the signers." 


The article in Harper's Monthly Magagine for 1663 
entitled "The Continental orgs OM whieh was go viciously criti- 
cised by a review oh the article has certain interesting state~ 
ments, The original article was written. by Benson J, Lossing, 
as shown by the general index. Lossing had ebkgrge pag Fg n 
"Pietorial Field Book of the Revolution" published in 1851 and 
had stated that the plates for Continental currency were engraved 
by Paul Revere, When he wrote for Harper's he changed his mind 
and indicates that they were engraved by Smithers and that Paul 
Revere engraved some of the later ones. The review of the 
article in Harper's challenges the Smithers source and gives 
the impression that Revere was the engraver. Lossing reverts 
to his former position in hie CYGLOPEDIA OF UNITED STATES HISTORY, 
published in 1881, Vol, 1, pace 320, where he states that the 
Continental currency was engraved by Paul Revere, This was 
followed by Goge in The Life of Paul Revere, published in 1891, 
and by W. le Andrews in Paul Revere and lis Engravings, published 
in 1901, All of the above sources fail to mention two very 
important sources: of information, The Histery of the Arts of 
Design, published in 183), written by William Dunlap, Volel, 
pace 156, The author states “Smithers engraved the blocks for 
the Continental money". Dunlap personally knew most of the 
ONZPaVEerses 


Ag to the designs on Continental currency there is 
gome evidence that Francis ‘opkinson suggested some of thems 
In The Life of Francis Hopkinson, by George E, Hastings, pub- 
lished in 1926, pace 210, there is a letter from Hopkingon to 
the United States Board of Admiralty, dated May 25, 1780, in 
whieh Hopkinson stated that he had designed "7 devices of the 
Continental currency" and the border, ornamentation and cheek 
for the new Continental currency now in the presse 

: fhe foregoing information has been obtained fron 
Paul Revere's Sngravings, by Clarence 5S, Brigham, pages 16253 


The article in Harper's Monthly Magazine for 1863 
entitled "The Continental Money" which was so viciously criti- 
cised by a review the article has certain interesting state- 
ments, The original article was written by Benson J, Lossing, 
as shown by the general index. Lossing had previously written 
"Pictorial Field Book of the Revolution" published in 1851 and 
had stated that the plates for Continental currency were engraved 
by Paul Revere. When he wrote for Harper's he changed his mind 
and indicates that they were engraved by Smithers and that Paul 
Revere engraved some of the later ones. The review of the 
article in Harper's challenges the Smithers source and gives 
the impression that Revere was the engraver. Lossing reverts 
to his former position in his CYCLOPEDIA OF UNITED STATES HISTORY, 
published in 1881, Vol, 1, page 320, where he states that the 
Continental currency was engraved by Paul Revere. This was 
followed by Goss in The Life of Paul Revere, published in 18691, 
and by W. L. Andrews in Paul Revere and His Engravings, published 
in 1901. All of the above sources fail to mention two very 
important sources of information, fhe History of the Arts of 
Design, published in 183, written by William Dunlap, Vol.1, 
page 156. The author states "Smithers engraved the blocks for 
the Continental money". Dunlap personally knew most of the 
engravers. 


As to the designs on Continental currency there is 
some evidence that Francis Hopkinson suggested some of them. 
In The Life of Francis Hopkinson, by George E. Hastings, pub- 
lished in 1926, page 2h0, there is a letter from Hopkinson to 
the United States Board of Admiralty, dated May 25, 1780, in 
which Hopkinson stated that he had designed "7 devices of the 
Continental currency" and the border, ornamentation and checks 
for the new Continental currency now in the press. 


| fhe foregoing information has been obtained from 
Paul Revere's Engravings, by Clarence S. Brigham, pages 162,3. 





COINS, MEDALS AND SEALS 
by 
New York 1861 







The following statement is made on page 9@ with reference to 
Fugio coppers: | 
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MASSACHUSETTS SPY gan. 1, L7"q 
RHODE ISLAND 
Newport Dec, 25 


The following extrect from the learned Bishon Watson's 
Chymical hssays (nub ished in 17°%6) vol 4, page 136, shows 
how essily strange errours are introduced into the writings 
even of cereful en when they write on any subject relative 
to distent countries, - it 1s probable that some workman 
amused himself with conying some smell bill emitted by 
Congress, into # die or mould, and then impressed or c#st 
a niece of rewter such as the Bishop has described - If the 
author of tnat work should publish @ future edition, it is 
hoped that clause will be omitted, 

"It is reported of James [J that he melted down and coined 
all the brass guns in Treland, and afterwards proceeded to 
coin pewter with this inscription - Melioris tessera fati. * 

- The Gongress in America hed recourse t) the same expedient; 
they coined several nieces of sbout an inch and an half diameter, 
and two hundred and forty grains in weight; on one side of which 
was inscribed in = circtlear ring near the edge - Continental 
Currenoy, 1776 - and within the ring ® rising sun, w - 

Oo - 4t the side of it, shining upon # dial, under which was - 

nad your business - On the reverse there were thirteen smell 
Joine omeather like the rings of @ chain, on sach 
side of which was inscribed the name of some one of the thirte«n 
states; on snother circulsr ring, with in these, was inscribed - 
Anericsn Congress - and in the central space - We are one - I 
have been particulsr in the mention of this pieoe of money because 
like the lesden money which was struck at Vienna, when the city 
was besieged by the Turks in 1529, it will soon bee ome a curiosity. 
I estimated the weight of a cubick foot of the Continentsl Currency, 
it was ecusl to 7440 ounces: this exceeds the weight of a cubick 
foot of our best sort of pewter, end falls short of thst of our 
worst; I canieoture that the metal of the Continents] Vurréney 
consisted of 12 parts of tin and one of \ead," 






(underlined words epp@eared in italics) 
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1713 KIENLEN AVENUE 
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1776 Continental Currency Dollar in Silver. E. G. FECIT. 
Newman h-D. 3633 grains. Specific gravity 9.81. 

Discovery piece. Extremely fine. Reverse has small planchet 
defect at border under Pa. & Del. links. Obverse has small 
dent to left of sun dial apparently from hardness test. 
Excessively rare. Two known. Sold on Dec.17, 1886 at 
auction in London for £20 10 sh. and passed through two 
owners to Chapmans. First described in "Continental Currency 
Dollar" by S.H. & H. Chapman in American Journal of Numismatics, 
Vol. 21, No. kh (Apr. 1887) p. 89 but mentioned in Jan. 1887 
AJN under queries. Sold as #238 of Chapmans! sale of the 
Frank MeCoye collection on May 5, 1887, apparently to Karle. 


#2132 George H. Earle Collection Sale by H. Chapman on 

June 25, 1912 Plate XXIV to Waldo Newcomer @ $2200.00. 
Displayed by Newcomer at Exhibition at American Numismatic 
Society Exhibition in Jan. 191) and illustrated and listed 

in catalogue on Plate 13, p. 21. Listed by Mehl as first 

item on inventory of Newcomer collection and sold to 
E.H.R.Green in 1933. Sold by Estate of E.H.R.Green in 190 

to B. G.Johnson. Distributed by Johnson Estate to Mary Cruzan. 
Sold by Mary Cruzan in May, 1956 to Eric P. Newman. 


For other specimen weighing 378 grains: See Numismatist 
Vol. 25 No.  (Apr.1912) p. lhhs Americana Vol. VII, p. 109 
(1912 N.Y.) 3 Exhibited at Chicago A.N.A. Convention in 1911. 
Owned by Granberg and Green. Lot 10 of Stacks's Sale of 
Theodore Grand Collection on Dee. 11, 1947. Bought by 

Fred Boyd. 
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Owned by Stack's 
Send by Picker for examination 
April, 196) 


CONTINENTAL DOLLAR test strike in copper on small 
planchet. 


Variety - Newman 2=-C 
Weight - hl-% grains 
Diameter « 13/16" 
Thickness by micrometer = ,039" 
ollars 
The normal size Pe i approximately 1-17/32" 
in diameter. 


Assuming the thickness of the piece in question was 
uniform, the full coin would weigh 146.) grains which is far 
below the brass pieces which are 22h grains average. 


lts specific gravity, according to my measurements, is 


909 but this is not accurate enough to rely on. More,specifie 


gravity should be in the neighborhood of 8.9. The high 
specific gravity indicates pure copper with no zine mixed 
in as was true in the brass pieces l-A and 1-B, 


If the obverse portion is upright and turned through 
its vertical axis the reverse is 315° clockwise or }5° 
counterclockwise. 


No other copper or silver ale tach from 2=C combination 
are known. 


This piece appears to be pure copper and is apparently 
a copper button or copper planchet which was struck from 
the genuine dies. 

No undercoin is noticeable, 


This piece “is unique. 


def 


5/15/6h ERIC P. NEWMAN 


Owned by Stack's a 
Send by Picker for examination 
April, 196 : 


 GONTINENTAL DOLLAR test strike in copper on small 
planchet. : vo 


Variety - Newman 2-6 
Weight - hl-¢ grains 
Diameter - 13/16" 
Thickness by micrometer - .039* 
Continental Dollars 
The normel size of Sks=emdm is approximately 1-17/32" 
in diameter. | 


Assuming the thickness of the piece in question was 
uniform, the full coin would weigh 146.4 grains which is far 
below the brass pieces whieh are 22) grains average. 


Its specific gravity, acoording to my measurements, is 
9.9 but this is not accurate enough to rely on. Mote Sheeifie 
gravity should be in the neighborhood of 8.9. The high 
specific gravity indicates pure copper with no zine mixed 

in as was true in the brass pieces 1-A and 1-5. 


If the obverse portion is upright and turned through 
ite vertical axis the reverse is 315° clookwise or l5° 
eounterclockwi se. 


No other copper or silver pieces from 2+ combination 
are known. 


This piece appears to be pure copper and is apparently 
@ geopper button or copper planchet which was struck from 
the genuine dies. 

No underccin is noticeable. 


This piece is unique. 


8/18/64 sodBRYe P. NEWMAN 
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The plans for the Continental Dollar are reinforced 
by the paper money issues of New York. There was a $1 note 
in the New York issue of September 2, 1775. In the eleven 
denominations issued March S, 1776 a $1 note was ineluded 
in the total of $137,500. There were 30,000 $1 notes auth- 
origed and a similar number of half dollar notes. When the 
issue of August 13, 1776 was authorized no $1 notes were in- 
eluded, ths $1/16, $1/8, $1/h and $1/2 dollar notes being 
issued ae fractions and the $2, $3, $5 and $10 being issued 
above the $1. level. The Act also authorized a $1/9 to be 
issued as an extra but none were printed. The total was 
$500,000 in notes. there. tex se pbest ita that the $1 note 
was excluded because there were an adequate number of them 
an there were 105,866 of the half dollar notes issued. 

Sinee Elisha Gallaudet was from New York it looks 
as though the New York Legislature conformed to the Continental 
Congress with respect to the silver dollar being issued and 


not having a piece of paper money in its place. 


ERIG P. NEWMAN 


October 28, 1963 
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